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TOWN WARRANT
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Lee, in the County
of Strafford in said State, qualified, to vote in Totvn
Affairs: (L. S.)
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall
in said Lee on Tuesday, the eighth day of March,
next at ten of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the
following subjects
:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the
year ensuing.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be neces-
sary to defray town charges for the ensuing year and
make appropriations of the same.
3. To raise and appropriate such sums of money
as may be necessary for the maintenance of highways.
4. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of two hundred dollars ($200.00) for
fire protection.
5. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of two thousand two hundred dollars
($2,200.00) for Old Age Assistance and Relief.
6. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of one thousand five hundred dollars
($1,500.00) for Lee Hook Road. The State to con-
tribute three thousand dollars ($3,000.00)
.
7. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of four hundred dollars ($400.00) for
the control of White Pine Blister Rust for the year 1955.
8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of four hundred fifty-four dollars and
fifty-three cents ($454.53) for the construction of Class
V highways under the provisions of the T. R. A., so
called. The State will contribute the sum of three
thousand thirty dollars and twenty-three cents ($3,-
030.23).
9. To see if the Town will vote to replace the
bridge over Little River, on Cartland Road, with State
Bridge Aid, and make appropriation for same.
10. To see if the Town will vote to use the surplus
for hurricane and wind damage.
11. To raise and appropriate for the economic ad-
vancement of the Town through publicity and pro-
motional services of the Seacoast Regional Develop-
ment Association, in cooperation with other regional
communities, a sum not exceeding one one-hundredth
of one percent of assessed valuation, namely fifty-
five dollars ($55.00).
12. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the
selectmen to sell property acquired from tax sales.
13. To see what sum of money the Town will vote
to raise and appropriate for the care of the Town
Dump.
14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of four hundred and forty dollars
($440.00) for the operation and maintenance of the
Fire Department.
15. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of four hundred and thirty-five dollars
($435.00) for new equipment for the Fire Department.
16. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars
($150.00) for the installation and operation of a red-
network fire alarm system.
17. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of one hundred and seventy-five dollars
($175.00) for a two-way radio for the fire truck.
18. To see if (because of new and expanding indus-
tries, the jet bomber base, increasing population) the
Town will join with other towns in the area instructing
its representatives to the General Court to call for a
state water pollution commission study program with-
in the Piscataqua River Basin.
19. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the
selectmen to hire money in anticipation of taxes.
20. To transact any other business that may le-
gally come before the meeting.
Given under out hands and seal, this 12th day of













BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF
KSTMvVrES OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE ENSUING
YEAR JANUARY 1. 1955 TO DECEMBER 31. 1955. COMPARED WITH
Sources of Revenue
KHCM STATE:
Interest and Dividends Tax
Railroad Tax
Savings Bank Tax
Reimbursement ay-'c Exemption of
Growing Wood and Timber
For Fifehting Forest Fires
Blister Rust
Reimbursement a/c Old Age Assistance
Class V
FROM LOCAL SOURCES EXCEPT TAXES
Dog Licenses
Filing Fees
Interest Received on Taxes and Deposits
(b) Lee School District




Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
Sale of Town Property Lumber
CASH SURPLUS
FROM LOCAL TAXES OTHER THAN
PROPERTY TAXES:
(a) Poll Taxes—Regular at $2
(b) National Bank Stock Taxes
Yield Taxes
Head Taxes
TOTAL REVENUES FROM ALL SOURCES
EXCEPT PROPERTY TAXES







For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1954
ASSETS
Cash:
In hands of treasurer $20,700.71
Unredeemed Taxes:
Levy of 1953 27.97
Uncollected Taxes
:
Levy of 1954, property, poll and yield 4070.81
Levy of 1953, yield taxes and poll taxes 467.66
State head taxes, levy of 1954 240.00








Property taxes, current year
1954 $34,972.47
Poll taxes, current year, reg-
ular at $2, 1954 406.00
National bank stock taxes,
1954 10.00
State head taxes at $5, 1954 1,275.00
Total current year's taxes collected and
remitted $36,663.47
Property taxes and yield taxes, previous
years 3,026.54
Poll taxes, previous years at $2 52.00
State head taxes at $5, previous years 160.00
Interest received on taxes 76.06
Penalties on state head taxes 18.50
Tax sales redeemed and advertising costs 127.96
For Class V highv^ay maintenance 486.49
Interest and dividends tax 889.64
Railroad tax .21
Savings bank tax and building and loan
association tax 41.48
Fighting forest fires 126.44
Reimbursement a-c old age assistance 254.95
From local sources, except taxes
:
Dog licenses 304.95
Business licenses, permits and filing fees 13.00
Registration of motor vehicles, 1953 per-
mits 29.25
Registration of motor vehicles, 1954 per-
mits 2,759.00
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Receipts other than current revenue
:
Refunds, blister rust, Eastern
States $ 1.15
Oliver Kennard, lumber 628.90
Lee school district, printing
reports 33.11
U. S. Naval Base, combined
charities 4.00
Lee Library, balance appro-
priation 14.91
Andrew McAlpine plains fire 100.00
Total receipts other than current revenue $ 782.07
Total receipts from all sources $45,812.01




Town officers' salaries $ 1,124.50
Town oflficers' expenses 545.81
Election and registration ex-
penses 338.75
Expenses town hall and other
town buildings 33.00





rust and care of trees 400.00
Bounties 5.00






Taxes paid to county 2,135.30
Payments to school districts
(1953 tax 13,030.78) (1954
tax 12,900.00) 25,930.78
Total payments to other governmental
divisions 29,449.27
Total payments for all purposes $50,941.51
Cash on hand December 31, 1954 20,700.71
Grand total $71,642.22
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained
in this report was taken from official records and is
complete to the best of our knowledge and belief.







SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Town Hall, lands and buildings $ 3,500.00
Furniture and equipment 25.00
Libraries, land and buildings 500.00
Fire departm-ent, lands and buildings 3,500.00
Equipment 3,000.00
Highway department, lands and buildings 7,500.00
Schools, lands and buildings - 4,000.00
Equipment 1,500.00
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All lands and buildings acquired through
tax collector's deeds 3,641.00
Total 27,166.00
SELECTMEN'S REPORT




Other neat stock 2,000.00




Wood, lumber, etc. 19,146.00
Gasoline pumps and tanks 1,430.00
Stock in trade 5,485.00
Mills and machinery 6,800.00
Total gross valuation before exemptions
allowed $656,045.00
Less soldiers' exemptions 36,050.00
Net valuation on which tax rate is com-
puted $619,995.00
Tax rate $100.00 — $6.20.
Property taxes $38,193.00
Poll taxes 484.00








Lee Volunteer Fire Department 900.00
Blister rust 400.00
Town dump 400.00
State aid construction 1,000.00
Town road aid 453.84
Town maintenance 3,500.00
Snow removal 3,000.00
General expenses of highway department 500.00





Total town and school appropriations $47,352.24
Less estimated revenues and credits:
Interest and dividends tax $ 889.64
Railroad tax .22
Savings bank tax 41.48
Reimbursement a-c exemption
of growing wood and timber 977.85
Motor vehicle fees 2,500.00
Dog licenses 250.00
Cash surplus 4,300.00
Total revenues and credits $ 8,959.19
$38,393.05
Plus overlay 293.95
Net amount to be raised by taxation $38,687.00
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Less poll taxes, 242 at $2 $ 484.00
Less national bank stock taxes 10.00
494.00
Amount to be raised by property taxes on
which tax rate is figured $38,193.00
Taxes to Be CoTnmitted to Collector
Property taxes $38,193.00









Ballot Clerks $ 96.00
Geo. J. Foster, ballots 7.00
Jeremiah Smith Grange election dinners 30.00
T. W. Turner, election dinners 19.00
Whitehouse Printing Co., checklists (100) 14.00
John M. Conlon, supervisor 48.00
Herman Randall, supervisor 48.00
George B. Hill, supervisor, 1953-54 60.00
George B. Hill, checklists 16.00
Annie B. Piper, expense ballots .75
$ 338.75
TOWN HALL AND OTHER BUILDINGS
Arthur W. McDaniel, insurance $ 99.80
Ernest W. Menter, glass, setting glass 3.00
Ernest W. Menter, janitor 30.00
$ 132.80
POLICE
Gilman Menter, salary $ 20.00
BOUNTIES
Richard Monihan, bear bounty $ 5.00
FIRE PROTECTION
George A. Bennett, warden, meeting
Rochester $ 14.30
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George A. Bennett, warden, plains fire 193.80
Town of Barrington, plains fire 84.28
State Forestry Department, tools 5.70
Lee Volunteer Fire Dept. appropriation 400.00
Lee Volunteer Fire Dept., reserve 500.00
$ 1,198.08
TOWN DUMP
Seavey Hardware Co., padlock and chain $ 10.75
H. B. Keniston, gravel 22.50
Ernest Menter, labor 474.90
Frank L Caldwell, labor 21.00
$ 529.15
BLISTER RUST
State Forester $ 400.00
. DAMAGE BY DOGS
Wheeler & Clark, dog tags $ 15.14
Oilman C. Menter, salary 25.00
Gilman C. Menter, killing stray dogs 30.00
$ 70.14
HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Gilman C. Menter, salary $ 10.00
VITAL STATISTICS
Annie B. Piper, town clerk $ 16.75
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SUMMER MAINTENANCE
Herman B. Keniston $ 3,724.58
Hume Pipe Co., concrete pipe 179.10
James S. Pike 100.00
R. C. Hazelton Co., culvert collar 2.26
$ 4,005.94
WINTER MAINTENANCE
Herman B. Keniston $ 2,176.04
George Pritchard Co., salt 265.00
$ 2,441.04
HURRICANE
Herman B. Keniston $ 3,425.72
R. C. Hazelton Co., culvert 264.06
Hume Pipe Co., culverts 1,186.59
$ 4,876.37





Town's share, 25 per cent payments for year $ 974.80
TOWN POOR
Direct relief, medical and supplies $ 895.76
MEMORIAL DAY
Dover Veterans' Council, flags $ 16.50
ADVERTISING AND REGIONAL ASSOCIATIONS
Seacoast Region $ 55.00
TAXES BOUGHT BY TOWN
Taxes bought by town $ 51.99
TOWN CONSTRUCTION
State of New Hampshire, T. R. A. $ 453.84
UNCLASSIFIED
State treasurer, balance yield tax $ 135.72
George J. Foster Co., reports 204.50
Anna M. Dube, transfer cards 20.70
Anna M. Dube, Coll. deed 2.03
Ethel G. Waldron, real estate record .30
Inez E. Bennett, 3% head tax, 1953-54 42.90
Ernest Menter, lanterns and kerosene 177.52
Director Internal Revenue, tax 188.89
$ 772.56
DAMAGES AND LEGAL EXPENSES
Walter Welch, lumber $ 300.00




R. C. Hazelton Co., snow plow and wing $ 1,461.94
COUNTY TAX
Leo Cormier, county treasurer, tax $ 2,135.30
HEAD TAX




Town officers' salaries $ 1,124.50
Town officers' expenses 545.81
Election and registration 338.75












General expenses of highway department 405.61
Library 314.91







Received for filing fees 13.00
Total $ 3,130.60
Less fees for dog licenses 24.40
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Adv., sales costs, mortgagee notices 28.22
Total debits
27
Interest collected during year
28




during year $ 12.88 $ 88.26
Deeded to town during year 12.54 12.93 $ 10.94
Unredeemed taxes at close
of year 27.97
Total credits $ 53.39 $101.19 $ 10.94
UNREDEEMED TAXES FROM TAX SALES
On Account of Levies of
:
1953
Archambeauit, Philias (heirs of) $ 15.43
Haley, Byron 12.54
$ 27.97
The foregoing is a correct list of all money paid
treasurer during the fiscal year of 1954 to the best of
my knowledge and belief.
INEZ E. BENNETT,
Tax Collector.
REPORT OF ROAD AGENT
Herman B. Keniston












REPORT OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES









A Place to Stand
Gipsy in the Parlour
My Dearest Love
The Dawning of the Day
The Man Who Never Was
A Fair Wind Home
Out of Eden
Face to Face
Never Victorious, Never Defeated




The Song of Ruth
Many Are the Travelers
The Chip on Gramma's Shoulder
Time to Live and Time to Die
Nothing Is Dripping On Us
The Corioli Affair
Fire and the Hammer













































Star in the Rigging
Spring Selections, 1954














Lights Across the Delaware





Love Is a Bridge
Maughn Himself

























FOREST FIRE PREVENTION IS EVERYBODY'S
BUSINESS
Carelessness is responsible for 97 percent of all our
forest fires. This is a serious indictment of our inter-
est in our own welfare and that of our neighbors.
In too many instances this carelessness results in the
33
destruction, not of the careless one's own property,
but of someone not even known to him.
Thoughtlessly thrown lighted cigars, cigarettes and
matches from moving vehicles, by hikers, hunters and
fishermen; the careless burning of debris during haz-
ardous periods, high winds or in dangerous locations;
improperly extinguished camp or cook fires—all add
up to the carelessness that means serious loss of
property, disruption of industry and farm work and
unnecessary expenditures of town and state funds.
It points to the need of eliminating carelessness so
far as it concerns fire from our daily life. The rules
are simple — your cooperation is earnestly solicited.
1. Be careful with fire in or near woodlands.
2. Be sure that all lighter material — cigars, cigar-
ettes and matches — is completely out before discard-
ing it. Use ash trays in autos.
3. Secure the required written permission to burn
from your local forest fire warden when the ground
is not completely covered with snow.
4. Insist that others be careful and comply with
burning requirements.
5. Call the warden promptly when fire is detected
and aid him to extinguish it.
Let's remember that forest fire prevention is every-
body's business and our most important undertaking!
1954 Fire Record for Our Town
Number of fires 1
Acreage burned ' 40





















o o o oo o o o o o o oo o o o
lOi-Hr-ti-lCCiOiOJlt-CCI
oooooooooooOO.OOOOiOOOOuD
C-IO Olio COU^lOSO ' as ic »-t o lo "^ •-' L- i-o I
t(?5t-HQ0Ocqt-Tjtf-IO00i-H.-H00«D00'^O COOOWOiCDt-
Tj^iOlMCO-^OOOCOCOOtDWiiSlCOCOtDlOCOCDt- COCOCOCOC--CO !X)CO*-H»-ICOCOr^COCCCOCJ
lO lO lO -^ OJ CS 1-H
COCOCOCOCOCOCOCCOOCCCOCOcslMCOCOCOCOCOCCCC cccocococcco cococccccocococoooco
CT'COOa^CDOO-r-lTfOiOCSOOOCO-^C^IcOOOtMCDO©lOCit-Ot'WC^OC^rHt—to^cDcot-iooeooo
* CT5 (M i-H CO eO CO Oa 00 o c- ;o <M o> M
•-I * CO rH CO CO CO i-l T-l iHiH «* lO
CgcOrHCC?DC^ tHO-^OCIOSOOCOO^-^
t--^00'* ^
O r-J O OJ O . . _. .
•H C>] T-l ^ M "-I




'^oiac>ccioc£>-^c<icocx3cgco<r' OJ CO r-l CO CO CO




1-H r-T i-H ,-<" CO
Ji! ^ Ji ^ ^ ^ J>! ^
mp3mm«m«a
Ei ca c








bii tS cS > S
*^ O g CO 0)
>>>>>>>>
oooooooo
O T-( O O O "-H
T-1 CJ tH O ^ CO
c c c c c c
CO CO CO cj cO cO
rii vi isi xn fji in
>>>>>>
cO CO CO cO CO cOxfimmmmm











<i5 < < < <i5 <! < < <)<1










K >J^ §«^Q > «
JSlicOcOcScOcOOCU^OCO.S .— (I
o^;oooooHa<!i-50H«<;<
2 a) M I
CO c OJ -^J *cO
01 C N p JS
-= O-^ .
s« _
•- o bo oj s _ i;
t; J> « 0; >: CO -4-> oi "*





i! =~:? S-S ^
M _ r- °m C ^ CO
"J'S to c
Iw C B
>, S d o




S 01 i t^ C



















Financial Report for 1954
Operation and Maintenance Fund
Receipts
:
Balance, Jan. 1, 1954 $ 311.82











Balance in this fund Dec. 31, 1954 $ 69.92
FREDERICK CUNNINGHAM, Jr.,
Treasurer.
We have examined the above and found it to be
correct.
JOHN L. RANDALL, Jr.,
MARY B. CARPENTER,
Auditors of Lee.
LEE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
During 1954, the Fire Department responded to:
8 alarms, 5 permitted fires, and 1 v^^ell and 3 cellars
were pumped out.
Considerable work has been done on two trucks
that are new to the L. F. D. Lack of finances has held
up finishing and completing the latest addition.
Total damage by fire in Lee during 1954 was about
$7,000.
Everyone in town is welcome to belong to the de-
partment. Dues are $2.00 a year; $1.00 for insurance,
and $1.00 for refreshments that are served at most
meetings. The regular monthly meeting is held at the
37
fire house on the second Thursday of the month at
7:30 P. M.
Department officers for 1955 are:
Chief: Lloyd Stevens, Newmarket, Tel. 56-2.
Deputies: William Fickett, Newmarket, 327-3;
Roger Jennison, Dover, 1654-21.
Secretary-Treasurer: Ty Cunningham, Newmarket,
61-22.
Directors. Ralph Granger, Newmarket, 328-4; Ro-
land Cathcart, Newmarket, 54-23 ; Sam Taylor, New-
market, 365-13.
Until further notice, in case of fire, call Newmarket
56 Ring 2 or the Newmarket Operator, stating exact
location of fire. With the coming of the dial system,
a card will be printed and sent to every house with
the changes made at that time.
You are welcome to visit the fire house anytime to
see for yourself what has been accomplished. Many
thanks to all who have contributed money or labor or








We have examined the accounts of the Selectmen,
Treasurer, Tax Collector, Road Agent, Trustees of the
Trust Funds, Library Trustees, Town Clerk and Treas-
urer of the Lee Volunteer Fire Department and find
them correct.











Year Ending Juno 30, 1954
OYSTER RIVER COOPERATIVE








ALBERT EVANS JOHN WOLF
Superintendent of Schools
ARTHUR E. TOLL, Somersworth, N. H.
School Board Members
DR. EVERETT B. SACKETT, Chairman
























Mrs. Doris H. Granger
Mrs. Lillian Elwell
Mrs. Ruth P. Hopkins
This has be^en an extremely busy year for your
School Board and School Administrators. Much
progress has b-een made toward realizing our objec-
tives of establishing an educationally sound and effi-
cient school system at a minimum cost to the
taxpayer. Your School Board has given an endless
number of hours to this task of establishing the Co-
operative School District. In many cases, there were
no precedents to follow, no authorities to lean to, nor
any established formulas to abide by. Because of





















struction, wo have had to set up in reality a dual
budget so as to allow for any eventuality. For the
main part, it meant combining a budget that would
allow us to send our secondary pupils and some ele-
mentary pupils to other districts on a tuition basis
in case the new construction did not materialize, or
being able to care for our own pupils ecntirely. This,
of course, has meant setting up a budget which calls
for greater estimated expenditures than if the board
could follow one definite course with certainty. At
the time of printing this report the uncertainty still
is present.
This year the School Board wisely followed the
course of caring for as many of our pupils in our
own schools. By converting the shop into a Kinder-
garten area at the Oyster River Elementary school,
and by making use of two one-room buildings at
Lee we were able to care for all of the children from
Kindergarten through Grade 8 from the towns of
Durham, Lee, and some from Madbury. This course
has saved the Cooperative School District much in
tuition costs. The secondary pupils continue to go to
other districts. Unless we can start new construction
this Spring, however, we will be forced to send more
elementary pupils to other districts on a tuition basis.
The following are some extracts from the School
Reports of the Town of Lee which in many ways
might be applied today:
1886—"The question of schools is the greatest
question of the times, and one that vitally concerns
us all. The town system of schools which was
adopted by the last legislature seems to be mis-
understood by many of our citizens. Its purpose is
to equalize the educational advantages, as far as
possible, of all the children in town. The fundamen-
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ital principles of a democratic goveanment are
equality and union. The district system is anti-
democratic. It gave to some children 36 weeks of
school per year, to others only ten. By uniting all
the districts of the town into one, and establishing
schools in such localities as will best accommodate
the scholars, only as many schools as their welfare
demands, we should avoid many of the unpleasant
circumstances which prevent the usefulness of many
of the schools."
1887—"School matters during the past year have
been in a state of chaos. New laws have been put in
force, and what is known as the town system of
schools adopted, instead of the old district system.
The old district system was faulty and it has been
done away with, and it is now our duty to find the
faults in this system, and having found them, to do
our utmost to correct them, and not condemn the
whole system, because in some particular case, it
works an injustice whereas the old system did in-
justice in hundreds of cases. The new schoolhouses
w^hich we were led to expect this year, have not
been completed, although one is now being con-
structed, and we have no doubt will be ready for
use during the next term."
1888—"Every parent and every voter should feel
that the subject of common schools is one in which
he or she has a personal interest. Progress is the
watch-word of the day, and it will not do for us,
while striving in other ways to advance the interests
of the town, to let the cause of education go back-
ward. We suggest that we make it a special point
to let no spirit of revenge or anything which shall
prove detrimental to the best interests of the cause
get possession of our minds. Make the interest of
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education the paramount on^e and all will be well."
1892— (It seemts they also had som-e discipline
problems) "... She became thoroughly interested
in the school and worked hard for the interest and
advancement of the scholars and would have at-
tained perfect success, but unfortunately the same
element came into the school that came near destroy-
ing the winter term last year. When parents and
guardians allow their boys to go to school armed
with revolvers, and the boys themselves, go with no
higher ambition than to annoy the teacher and
destroy the school property it is useless to expect
the school to accomplish what it is designed to do,
no matter who may be the teacher or school board."
The following statistical reports and the report
of the school principal, Mr. John Day, describe in
greater detail our aims and progress. We are very
fortunate in having a very able staff of teachers and
supervisors. Our school enjoys a top state-wide repu-
tation and our teachers annually are requested to
assume leadership in varios educational areas.
I sincerely appreciate working with your School
Board which has shown unusual interest in the de-
velopment of our entire school program, and has






Pupils attending tho Oyster River School at Dur-
ham (as of September, 1954) :
Grade Durham Lee Madbury Total
K
46
11 21 5 1
12 24 6
Total — — — —
High School 115 8 22 1 1














To the Superintendent, the Cooperative School
Board and the Citizens of the Oyster River Co-
operative School District:
REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL
It is my privilege and please to present this first
report as principal of the newly created Oyster
River Cooperative School District.
ORGANIZATION and PERSONNEL
School opened in September of 1954 with the two
schools in Lee combined with the school in Durham
to create a single administrative unit. Fifty pupils
from Lee are being transported to the school in
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Durham and are enrolled in grades five through
eight. Lee pupils in grades one through four are
taug-ht at the two schools operating in that town.
Nine pupils from Madbury attend the Durham
school. The total enrollment in Lee is 57 and in
Durham there are 432 pupils, making a grand
total of 491 pupils registe'red in the Oyster River
School set-up. Gradeis 1 and 2 in Lete are housed in
the Lee Town Hall and are ably taught by Mrs. Opal
Eggert. Mrs. Eggert is new to the system. Grades 3
and 4 in Lee are taught by Mrs. Harriet Cross in
one of the early Lee school houses, Mrs. Cross and
Mrs. Eggert are to be commended for the fine job
they are doing in buildings that provide a minimum
of comfort and sanitation.
The school in Durham is in excellent condition
and houses grades 1 through eight. In addition, a
Kindergarten is maintained that does much to pre-
pare little folks for a good start as first-graders.
With the exception of the fourth, fifth and eight-
grades, all grades in Durham are double sections.
Lack of space prevents the division of the two
middle grades. It will be necessary to have all double
grades next yeiar. Undei* the expanded school pro-
gram the first three grades will operate in triple
sections.
Mrs. Carol Caren was engaged to teach first grade
this year, replacing Mrs. Dorothea Thompson, who
became a second-grade teacher. Mrs. Gene Schultz
returned to teach sixth-grade after having been grant-
ed a year's leave of absence for European travel. New
teachers added at the Junior High level are Mr. Ber-
nard Robinson, who teaches Mathematics and Social
Studies and directs the Physical Education program
of the school, and Mr. William Batchelder, who teaches
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Mathematics and General Science. Mr, Batchelder also
acts as the Administrative Assistant.
The Curriculum
The teachers of the Oyster River Cooperative School
District worked the past year with other teachers of
Supervisory Union No. 56 in a study and reevaluation
of the elementary school curriculum. Under the di-
rection of Superintendent Arthur Toll, the teachers
and administrators have formulated a set of minimum
goals and standards for work in the first eight years of
school. Secondary teachers worked on goals and stand-
ards for their level of teaching. Superintendent Toll
has led the state in this field of endeavor and much
good comment has come to him and the teachers in-
volved.
The curriculum of the local school has been great-
ly strengthened by the long-awaited institution of the
Physical Education program for boj'^s in grades five
through eight. Under the leadership of Mr, Robin-
son boys in those grades receive regular instruction
in a purposeful physical education program. Intra-
mural team sports are emphasized and interscholastic
sports are being held to a minimum. In the future
a well-developed program will be offered for the girls.
Music continues to play a big part in the lives of
pupils in the school. Free instrumental instruction is
offered during school time. Every pupil from grade
four through eight is given the opportunity to learn
to play an instrument. Instruments are purchased by
the parent either through a rental plan or by outright
purchase. The school owns some of the larger instru-
ments.
The school maintains two bands, an orchestra, a Glee
Club, a Chorus and a Choir of selected voices. More
than two hundred pupils avail themselves of special-
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ized musical training. The music program, under the
direction of Mrs. Lillian Elwell, offers regular class-
room instruction in vocal work and this year the first
grades are in the process of developing a Rhythm Band.
The reading-readiness program which was started
in our Kindergarten last spring has proved its worth.
Those children who attended Kindergarten last year
have shown that such a program bridges the gap be-
tween Kindergarten and first grade and provides for
an easier introduction to the reading process.
Mrs, Schultz, sixth-grade teacher, is undertaking a
program for the improvement of penmanship. Re-
markable results are in evidence after but three weeks.
Next year the project will be carried on in grades
four and eight.
Beginning on February 5th, the Oyster River School
is sponsoring a series of educational trips to Boston.
Originally scheduled for four trips, the large number
enrolling has made the programming of seven excur-
.
sions necessary. More than tv/o hundred students have
made reservations for the series. The trips include
attendance at the Boston Children's Treatre and visits
to places of historical importance and the various Bos-
ton museums. The series are open to pupils of grades
three through eight, including pupils in the Lee schools
and Madbury children attending the Oyster River
School.
School Services
The Oyster River School Health Program is under
the direction of Mrs. Ruth Hopkins, who supervises
this work in the two Lee schools also. Mrs. Hopkins is
able to spend more time with us this year. Increasing
numbers of pupils has made it necessary for the school
to maintain her services for more time per week. In
addition to routine checkups, Mrs. Hopkins conducts
50
heaving and sight tests each year. The school has
found ways this year to provide glasses for those
children who were unable to acquire them any other
way. We are grateful for certain sororities for assist-
ing in this worthwhile program.
The school lunch program has been expanded to
include the two schools in Lee. Hot lunches are trans-
ported in thermal containers each day. Approximate-
ly 300 pupils benefit from the lunch program. Mrs.
Helen Ringrose is the director of the lunch program and
is ably assisted by Mrs. Pauline York, Mrs. Patricia
Winn and Mrs. Lois Swan.
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REPORT OF THE SCHOOL NURSE
To the Superintendent of Schools, School Board, and
Parents
:
I herein submit a brief report of service rendered the
towns of Durham and Lee from period beginning Sep-







FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE LEE
SCHOOL DISTRICT
For the Year Beginning July 1, 1953, and
Ending June 30, 1954
Receipts




Balance of previous appropriations 3,263.05
Elementary school tuitions 165.00
Other 22.87
$27,786.51
Cash on hand at beginning of year,





Salaries of district officers $ 241.15
Superintendent's salary (local share) 253.52
Tax for state wide supervision 244.00
Salaries of other administrative personnel 9.00




Books and other instructional aids 279.96
Scholars' suppHes 202.04
Supplies and other expenses 99.50
Operation of School Plant:
Salaries of janitors 478.70
Fuel and heat 531.25
Water, light, supplies and expenses 130.65
53
Maintenance of School Plant:









Insurance, treas. bonds and expenses 13.00
Capital Outlay:
Payments into capital reserve fund 500.00
$25,021.63





This is to certify that we have examined the books,
vouchers, bank statements, and other financial records
of the treasurer of the school district of Lee, of which
the above is a true summary for the fiscal year ending-
June 30, 1954, and find them correct in all respects.






Schools open Tuesday, Sept 6, 1955 (for teachers only)
Session Days:
Tuesday, Sept. 6 - Thursday, Dec. 22 74 days
Monday, Jan. 2 - Friday, Feb. 17 35 days
Monday, Feb. 27 - Friday, April 20 39 days
Monday, April 30 - Friday, June 15 34 days
182 days
No School Days
September 6 — Teacher Workshop.
October — Teacher Convention.
November 11 — Armistice Day.
November 24 and 25 — Thanksgiving holidays, one
session on Wednesday, November 23.
March 30 — Good Friday.
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